
District of Innovation FAQ 
(updated September 2024) 

 

Below is a list of frequently asked questions that may be of assistance related to the District of 
Innovation designation. 

 
1. How do I become a District of Innovation (DOI)? Please refer to TEC 12A and TAC Chapter 102, 

Subchapter JJ for information on eligibility and the process to become a District of Innovation 
http://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Schools/District_Initiatives/Districts_of_Innovation/ 

 
2. Am I required to notify the TEA during my process to become a District of Innovation (DOI)? 

Yes, notification on your DOI process is required at two points: 1) Prior to the board of





12. Can a district exempt itself from Certification requirements for Bilingual, English as a Second 



21. My DOI plan expired without being renewed. Is the district able to renew the plan or must 
the entire adoption process be repeated in order to become a DOI again? It depends. Should 
the district fail to renew the plan prior to its expiration date, the district may renew the plan 
in the six months subsequent to the plan’s date of expiration. A plan renewed during this six-
month period must meet the requirements located in 19 TAC §102.1313(a)(3)(B)(i)-(iv). See 
the agency’s DOI Amendment and Renewal guidance document for more information. 
 
A district whose plan is not renewed in the six months subsequent to the plan’s date of 
expiration shall comply with all previously adopted exemptions immediately upon expiration 
of the plan and begin the adoption process over again in its entirety should the district wish 
to pursue designation as a district of innovation in the future.  

 
22. Can the commissioner terminate a district’s designation as a DOI? Yes, after two consecutive 

school years of unacceptable academic and/or financial ratings the commissioner may terminate 
a district’s designation as a DOI or require the district to amend their DOI plan. After three 
consecutive school years of unacceptable academic and/or financial ratings the commissioner 
must terminate the district’s designation as a DOI. 


