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Resources  
�x Texas Assessment Program  

�x STAAR Interim Assessments 

�x Test Administrator Practice Site  

�x Student Practice Site  

�x District and Campus Coordinator Resources 

o Technology Resources  

o Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) User Guide 

o Test Delivery System (TDS) User Guide 

o Centralized Reporting System (CRS) User Guide 

�x Test Administration Resources   
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Overview  
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has created optional i nterim assessments that align with the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) requirements
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Test Design 

Question Types  and Blueprints  
Interim assessment questions  include multiple- choice and non- multiple- choice questions . Like 
STAAR s
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Training 
A recorded training specific to STAAR Interim Assessments is available on  the Learning 
Management System (LMS). 

District and campus testing coordinators  who administer the interim assessments should 
ensure that they have read not only this guide but also the applicable user guides  and other 
resources  listed in the table below to  familiarize themselves with current testing guidelines and 
procedures.  

Title  Who Should Review  

Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) 
User Guide 

Testing Coordinators  

Test Delivery System (TDS) User Guide Testing Coordinators  
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Testing Systems Information 

System Requirements  
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sensitive to i nternet connectivity disruptions and to possible slowdowns with TTS audio voice-
over caused by low bandwidth availability or weak Wi- Fi signal strength.  

Permissions and User Roles  
To administer the interim assessments or view test results, users must have an active TIDE 
account. Refer to the User Role Permissions  page of the Coordinator Resources for a list of the 
system user roles and their corresponding permissions.  

Technical Tasks  
TIDE Platform and T asks  
TIDE is the user and student management system for all Texas assessments. Users should 
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TDS Platform and T asks  
TDS is used to  deliver all Texas online assessments. TDS has three components : the Test 
Administrator Interface , the Student Interface, and DEI. The Test Administrator Interface is used 
to schedule or start test sessions, and the Student Interface  allows students to take the i nterim 
assessments. Test administrators  use DEI to enter student responses for those students who 
tested on paper.  

Test administrators should familiarize themselves with the TDS  
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Data files can be generated in CRS so that district testing personnel may upload the data into 
the district’s student information system . Results are also available in a .txt or .csv data file 
format that can be downloaded from CRS and imported into local student information systems.  
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Student s who complete an interim assessment receive a predicted STAAR performance level of 
Masters Grade  Level, Meets Grade Level, Approaches Grade Level, or Did Not Meet Grade Level . 
If the student takes an interim assessment at a time other than November or February, the 
interp retation of their test score should take into consideration whether the student had more 
or less time to learn. Predictions represent one set of m any possible data points to consider 
when determining which students need additional support.  
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