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Overview 
Following is a list of the most significant changes being implemented in the 2023 STAAR Alternate 2 3‐8 Student Data 
File Format. 

1. ADMINISTRATION DATE – Changed to reflect new testing period of Spring 2023. (Position 1) 
2. FALL 2022 TSDS PEIMS HOMELESS‐STATUS – New field from the PEIMS database. (Position 110) 
3. SECTION 504 INDICATOR CODE – New field added in TIDE. (Position 112) 
4. PERFORMANCE LEVEL INDICATOR – New field in Reading Language Arts and Mathematics to indicate student’s 

growth from the previous year. In Reading Language Arts, this replaces Reporting Category 3 scores. (Positions 
405,759) 

5. STAAR ALTERNATE 2 PROGRESS MEASURE – Will not be reported in 2023. Related fields in Reading Language 
Arts and Mathematics have been replaced with blanks. (Positions 426‐450 and 780‐800) 

6. ITEM REPORTING CATEGORY NUMBERS – STAAR Alternate 2 test is being released in 2023. Field added for all 
subjects. (Position 451, 801, 1601, 2001) 

7. ITEM STUDENT RESPONSES – STAAR Alternate 2 test is being released in 2023. Field added for all subjects. 
(Position 503, 857, 1653, 2055) 

8. PREVIOUS‐YEAR WRITING HISTORY – Fields have been replaced with blanks. (Positions 2741‐2770) 

NOTE: The data will be provided in a fixed‐length text file format (no header) in the layout defined. 
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https://www.texasassessment.gov/families.html


  

     
 

     

                   
   

                         
        

                       
        

                     
                 

                  
                           

                         

         

             
   

 

         

                  
     

   
 

               
         

                           

                   

                

          

                  

                

                 
   

 

                 
   

 

                 
   

 

                 
   

 

                 
   

 

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

         

                      

                     

                     

                     

Start End Field 
Length 

Field Title Note 

165 165 1                 
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Start End Field 
Length 

Field Title Note 

240 240 1 Agency Use Code E �t Social Studies 

241 241 1 Agency Use Code A �t Science 

242 242 1 Agency Use Code B �t Science 

243 243 1 Agency Use Code C �t Science 

244 244 1 Agency Use Code D �t Science 

245 245 1 Agency Use Code E �t Science 

246 350 105 Blank 

Score Code Information 

351 351 1 Score Code �t Reading Language 
Arts 

A = Absent 
D = No information available for this subject       
M = Medical Exception      
N = No Authentic Academic Response 
O = Other (e.g., illness during testing, testing irregularity) 
S = Score 

352 352 1 Score Code �t Mathematics A = Absent 
D = No information available for this subject       
M = Medical Exception      
N = No Authentic Academic Response 
O = Other (e.g., illness during testing, testing irregularity) 
S = Score  

353 353 1 Blank 

354 354 1 Score Code �t Social Studies A = Absent 
D = No information available for this subject       
M = Medical Exception      
N = No Authentic Academic Response 
O = Other (e.g., illness during testing, testing irregularity) 
S = Score  

355 355 1 Score Code �t Science A = Absent 
D = No information available for this subject       
M = Medical Exception      
N = No Authentic Academic Response 
O = Other (e.g., illness during testing, testing irregularity) 
S = Score 

356 400 45 Blank 

Reading Subject Information 

401 402 2 
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Start End Field 
Length 

Field Title Note 

414 414 1 Reading Language Arts Test Version T = STAAR Alternate 2 

415 415 1 Blank   

416 416 1 Reading Language Arts Translated 
Student Materials  

1 = Yes  
0 = No  

417 423 7 Blank   

424 424 1 Level II: Satisfactory Academic 
Performance in Reading Language 
Arts  

1 = Yes  
0 = No 
Will only be reported in the final file. 

425 425 1 Level III: Accomplished Academic 
Performance in Reading Language 
Arts 

1 = Yes  
0 = No 
Will only be reported in the final file. 

426 450 25 Blank  

451 470 20 Item Reporting Category Numbers - 
Reading Language Arts 

The number at each position indicates the reporting category measured 
by the corresponding item. For example, the value in the first position, 
position 451, indicates the reporting category measured by item 1. The 
second position, position 452, indicates the reporting category measured 
by item 2, and so on.   

471 502 32 Blank  

503 522 20 Item Student Responses-Reading 
Language Arts 

The character in each position �]�v���]�����š���•���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�����š�}���š�Z����
���}�Œ�Œ���•�‰�}�v���]�v�P���Œ�������]�v�P���o���v�P�µ���P�������Œ�š�•���]�š���u�X���d�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�����š�}���]�š���u��
1 is in the first position�U���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�����š�}���]�š���u���î���]�•���]�v���š�Z�����•�����}�v����
position, and so on. 
 
If a student responds correctly to the first presentation of an item, an "A" 
will be present (the student receives a score point of 2). If the student 
responds correctly to the second presentation of the item, a "B" will be 
present (the student receives a score point of 1). If the student does not 
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Start End Field 
Length 

Field Title Note 

659 659 1 Braille 1 = Yes 
0 = No 

660 660 1 Describe Images 1 = Yes 
0 = No 

661 661 1 Provide Images or Text Separately 1 = Yes 
0 = No 

662 662 1 Isolate Images 1 = Yes 
0 = No 

663 663 1 Picture Representations 1 = Yes 
0 = No 

664 664 1 Reread Text 1 = Yes 
0 = No 

665 665 1 Use Calculator, Manipulatives, or 
Mathematics Tools 

1 = Yes 
0 = No 

666 666 1 Provide Structured Reminders 1 = Yes 
0 = No 

667 750 84 Blank 

Mathematics Subject 
Information 

751 752 2 Mathematics Reporting Category 1 
Scores  

Refer to Reporting Category Information on page 17-18. 

753 754 2 Mathematics Reporting Category 2 
Scores 

Refer to Reporting Category Information on page 17-18. 

755 756 2 Mathematics Reporting Category 3 
Scores 

Refer to Reporting Category Information on page 17-18. 

757 758 2 Mathematics Reporting Category 4 
Scores 

Refer to Reporting Category Information on page 17-18. 

759 760 2 Performance Level Indicator-
Mathematics 

00 = Excluded 
0L = Developing Low 
0H = Developing High 
�î�D = Satisfactory
2
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Start End Field 
Length 

Field Title Note 

857 876 20 Item Student Responses-
Mathematics 

The character in each position �]�v���]�����š���•���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�����š�}���š�Z����
corresponding mathematics �]�š���u�X���d�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�����š�}���]�š���u���í���]�•���]�v��
the first position�U���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�����š�}���]�š���u���î���]�•���]�v���š�Z�����•�����}�v����
position, and so on. 
 
If a student responds correctly to the first presentation of an item, an "A" 
will be present (the student receives a score point of 2). If the student 
responds correctly to the second presentation of the item, a "B" will be 
present (the student receives a score point of 1). If the student does not 
respond or responds incorrectly to the second presentation, a "C" will be 
present (the student receives a score point of 0).  
 
An asterisk (*) indicates that the response was left blank. 

877 1000 124 Blank   

   Mathematics STAAR 
Alternate 2 Accommodations 

Information sourced from TIDE as entered on the last day of the test 
window. 

1001
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Start End Field 
Length 

Field Title Note 

1507 1508 2 
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Start End Field 
Length 

Field Title Note 

1808 1808 1 Enlarge  
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Start End Field 
Length 

Field Title Note 

and so on. 
 
If a student responds correctly to the first presentation of an item, an "A" 
will be present (the student receives a score point of 2). If the student 
responds correctly to the second presentation of the item, a "B" will be 
present (the student receives a score point of 1). If the student does not 
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Start End Field 
Length 

Field Title Note 

2784 2784 1 
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Start End Field 
Length 



  

      
 

                                   
                                         

                             
 

 

 

           

 
   

           

             

               

             

 
 

     
 

                                     
           

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

        

       

       

       

       

       

       

 
 

                                     
       

 

 
 
 
 
 

   

       

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

 
 
 

Assessment Subject Information 

The following table displays the grades and subjects assessed with STAAR Alternate 2 Grades 3‐8. For the following 
information in the data file format, the subjects will apply to the grades as listed in this table unless noted otherwise. 
Data fields will be blank when the field is not appropriate for the student’s grade. 

Subject 

Grade 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

Reading 
Language Arts 

X X X X X X 

Mathematics X X X X X X 

Social Studies X 

Science X X 

Assessment Score Information 

The following table shows the number of points possible for each reporting category and grade tested on the STAAR 
Alternate 2 reading language arts tests. 

Reading 
Language 
Arts 

Reporting 
Category 

Grade 1 2 Total 

3 24 16 40 

4 3c -12.641 Tf
0.0001 Tc 07 1 j
/T1_00a0 1 Tf
( )Tj
/TT1 11s3.448 0 7 



  

 
 

                                     
         

 

 
 

      

       

            

           

 
 

                                     
       

 

 
 

 

       

            

           

             

 
 

The following table shows the number of points possible for each reporting category and grade tested on the STAAR 
Alternate 2 social studies test. 

Social Studies 

Reporting Category 

Grade 1 2 3 4 Total 

8 8 8 8 16 40 

The following tables show the number of points possible for each reporting category and grade tested on the STAAR 
Alternate 2 science tests. 

Science 

Reporting Category 

Grade 1 2 3 4 Total 

5 8 8 8 16 40 

8 8 16 8 8 40 

18 
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