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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Breakouts

Subject Chapter 117. Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Fine Arts

Subchapter Subchapter F. High School, Adopted 2013

Course §117.304. Art, Level III (One Credit), Adopted 2013. 

(a) General requirements. 
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Knowledge and Skills Statement Student Expectation Breakout

(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student 
develops and expands visual literacy skills using critical 
thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore 
the world by learning about, understanding, and applying the 
elements of art, principles of design, and expressive qualities. 
The student uses what the student sees, knows, and has 
experienced as sources for examining, understanding, and 
creating original artwork. The student is expected to:

(D) explore the suitability of art media and processes 
and select those appropriate to express specific ideas 
such as content, meaning, message, and metaphor 
relating to visual themes to interpret the expressive 
qualities of artwork

(i) explore the suitability of art media 

(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student 
develops and expands visual literacy skills using critical 
thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore 
the world by learning about, understanding, and applying the 
elements of art, principles of design, and expressive qualities. 
The student uses what the student sees, knows, and has 
experienced as sources for examining, understanding, and 
creating original artwork. The student is expected to:
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(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student 
develops and expands visual literacy skills using critical 
thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore 
the world by learning about, understanding, and applying the 
elements of art, principles of design, and expressive qualities. 
The student uses what the student sees, knows, and has 
experienced as sources for examining, understanding, and 
creating original artwork. The student is expected to:

(D) explore the suitability of art media and processes 
and select those appropriate to express specific ideas 
such as content, meaning, message, and metaphor 
relating to visual themes to interpret the expressive 
qualities of artwork

(iii) select [art media and processes] appropriate 
to express specific ideas relating to visual themes 
to interpret the expressive qualities of artwork

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(A) create original artworks using multiple solutions 
from direct observation, original sources, 
experiences, and imagination in order to expand 
personal themes that demonstrate artistic intent

(ii) create original artworks using multiple 
solutions from original sources in order to expand 
personal themes that demonstrate artistic intent

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(A) create original artworks using multiple solutions 
from direct observation, original sources, 
experiences, and imagination in order to expand 
personal themes that demonstrate artistic intent

(iii) create original artworks using multiple 
solutions from experiences in order to expand 
personal themes that demonstrate artistic intent
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(B) solve visual problems and develop multiple 
solutions for designing ideas, creating practical 
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(B) solve visual problems and develop multiple 
solutions for designing ideas, creating practical 
applications, clarifying presentations, and evaluating 
consumer choices in order to make successful design 
decisions

(iv) develop multiple solutions for clarifying 
presentations in order to make successful design 
decisions

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(B) solve visual problems and develop multiple 
solutions for designing ideas, creating practical 
applications, clarifying presentations, and evaluating 
consumer choices in order to make successful design 
decisions

(v) develop multiple solutions for evaluating 
consumer choices in order to make successful 
design decisions
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(D) create original artwork to communicate thoughts, 
feelings, ideas, or impressions

(i) create original artwork to communicate 
thoughts, feelings, ideas, or impressions

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(E) collaborate to create original works of art (i) collaborate to create original works of art
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(i) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in drawing

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(ii) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in painting
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(iii) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in printmaking

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(iv) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in sculpture
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(v) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in ceramics

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(vi) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in fiber art
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(vii) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in design

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(viii) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in  digital art and media
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(ix) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in photography

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(x) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in jewelry
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(xi) select from a variety of art media to express 
intent in mixed media

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(xii) select from a variety of art tools to express 
intent in drawing
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(xvii) select from a variety of art tools to express 
intent in fiber art

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(xviii) select from a variety of art tools to express 
intent in design
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(xix) select from a variety of art tools to express 
intent in digital art and media

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(xx) select from a variety of art tools to express 
intent in photography
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(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(xxi) select from a variety of art tools to express 
intent in jewelry

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas 
through original artwork using a variety of media with 
appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas 
creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 
reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 
progressive problem-solving skills. The student is expected 
to:

(F) select from a variety of art media and tools to 
express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, design, digital art and 
media, photography, jewelry, and mixed media

(xxii) select from a variety of art tools to express 
intent in mixed media

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) research selected historical periods, artists, 
general themes, trends, and styles of art

(i) research selected historical periods of art
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(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) research selected historical periods, artists, 
general themes, trends, and styles of art

(ii) research selected historical artists

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) research selected historical periods, artists, 
general themes, trends, and styles of art

(iii) research selected historical general themes 
of art
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(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) research selected historical periods, artists, 
general themes, trends, and styles of art

(iv) research selected historical trends of art

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) research selected historical periods, artists, 
general themes, trends, and styles of art

(v) research selected historical styles of art

demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
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(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(D) examine, research, and develop a plan of action 
for career, entrepreneurial, and avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy

(iii) examine a plan of action for avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(D) examine, research, and develop a plan of action 
for career, entrepreneurial, and avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy

(iv) research a plan of action for career art 
opportunities within a global economy
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(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(D) examine, research, and develop a plan of action 
for career, entrepreneurial, and avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy

(v) research a plan of action for entrepreneurial 
art opportunities within a global economy

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(D) examine, research, and develop a plan of action 
for career, entrepreneurial, and avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy

(vi) research a plan of action for avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(D) examine, research, and develop a plan of action 
for career, entrepreneurial, and avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy

(vii) develop a plan of action for career art 
opportunities within a global economy
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(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(D) examine, research, and develop a plan of action 
for career, entrepreneurial, and avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy

(viii) develop a plan of action for entrepreneurial 
art opportunities within a global economy

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture by 
analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of 
cultures. The student develops global awareness and respect 
for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(D) examine, research, and develop a plan of action 
for career, entrepreneurial, and avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy

(ix) develop a plan of action for avocational art 
opportunities within a global economy
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(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(A) interpret, evaluate, and justify artistic decisions in 
artwork such as that in museums, local galleries, art 
exhibits, and websites based on evaluation of 
developmental progress, competency in problem 
solving, and a variety of visual ideas

(iii) interpret artistic decisions in artwork based on 
evaluation of a variety of visual ideas

(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(A) interpret, evaluate, and justify artistic decisions in 
artwork such as that in museums, local galleries, art 
exhibits, and websites based on evaluation of 
developmental progress, competency in problem 
solving, and a variety of visual ideas

(iv) evaluate artistic decisions in artwork based 
on evaluation of developmental progress
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(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(A) interpret, evaluate, and justify artistic decisions in 
artwork such as that in museums, local galleries, art 
exhibits, and websites based on evaluation of 
developmental progress, competency in problem 
solving, and a variety of visual ideas

(vii) justify artistic decisions in artwork based on 
evaluation of developmental progress

(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(A) interpret, evaluate, and justify artistic decisions in 
artwork such as that in museums, local galleries, art 
exhibits, and websites based on evaluation of 
developmental progress, competency in problem 
solving, and a variety of visual ideas

(viii) justify artistic decisions in artwork based on 
evaluation of competency in problem solving
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(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(B) evaluate and analyze artwork using a method of 
critique such as describing the artwork, analyzing the 
way it is organized, interpreting the artist's intention, 
and evaluating the success of the artwork

(ii) analyze artwork using a method of critique

(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(C) analyze personal artwork in order to create a 
written response such as an artist's statement 
reflecting intent, inspiration, the elements of art and 
principles of design within the artwork, and measure 
of uniqueness

(i) analyze personal artworks in order to create a 
written response reflecting intent
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(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(C) analyze personal artwork in order to create a 
written response such as an artist's statement 
reflecting intent, inspiration, the elements of art and 
principles of design within the artwork, and measure 
of uniqueness

(iv) analyze personal artworks in order to create a 
written response reflecting measure of 
uniqueness

(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(D) use responses to artwork critiques to make 
decisions about future directions in personal work

(i) use responses to artwork critiques to make 
decisions about future directions in personal work
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(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
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(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(F) select and analyze original artwork, portfolios, and 
exhibitions to demonstrate innovation and provide 
examples of in-depth exploration of qualities such as 
aesthetics; formal, historical, and cultural contexts; 
intentions; and meanings

(vi) select original exhibitions to provide examples 
of in-depth exploration of qualities 

(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(F) select and analyze original artwork, portfolios, and 
exhibitions to demonstrate innovation and provide 
examples of in-depth exploration of qualities such as 
aesthetics; formal, historical, and cultural contexts; 
intentions; and meanings

(vii) analyze original artwork to demonstrate 
innovation
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(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(F) select and analyze original artwork, portfolios, and 
exhibitions to demonstrate innovation and provide 
examples of in-depth exploration of qualities such as 
aesthetics; formal, historical, and cultural contexts; 
intentions; and meanings

(viii) analyze original artwork to provide examples 
of in-depth exploration of qualities
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(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:

(F) select and analyze original artwork, portfolios, and 
exhibitions to demonstrate innovation and provide 
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(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to 
and analyzes the artworks of self and others, contributing to 
the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 
judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is 
expected to:
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