Educators' Code of Ethics §247.

Chapter 247. Educators' Code of Ethics

8247.1. Purpose and Scope; Definitions.

(a)

(b)

(©)

In compliance with the Texas Education Code, §21.041(b)(8), the State Board for Educator Certification
(SBEC) adopts an Educators' Code of Ethics as set forth in §247.2 of this title (relating to Code of Ethics
and Standard Practices for Texas Educators). The SBEC may amend the ethics code in the same manner as
any other formal rule.

The Texas educator shall comply with standard practices and ethical conduct toward students, professional
colleagues, school officials, parents, and members of the community and shall safeguard academic
freedom. The Texas educator, in maintaining the dignity of the profession, shall respect and obey the law,
demonstrate personal integrity, and exemplify honesty and good moral character. The Texas educator, in
exemplifying ethical relations with colleagues, shall extend just and equitable treatment to all members of
the profession. The Texas educator, in accepting a position of public trust, shall measure success by the
progress of each student toward realization of his or her potential as an effective citizen. The Texas
educator, in fulfilling responsibilities in the community, shall cooperate with parents and others to improve
the public schools of the community. This chapter shall apply to educators and candidates for certification.

The SBEC is solely responsible for enforcing the Educators' Code of Ethics for purposes related to
certification disciplinary proceedings. The Educators' Code
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(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

Sanction--A disciplinary action by the State Board for Educator Certification, including a
restriction, reprimand, suspension, revocation of a certificate, or a surrender in lieu of disciplinary
action.

Sexual harassment--Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, or other verbal or
physical conduct of a sexual nature.

State Board for Educator Certification--The State Board for Educator Certification acting through
its voting members in a decision-making capacity.

State Board for Educator Certification member(s)--One or more of the members of the State Board
for Educator Certification, appointed and qualified under the Texas Education Code, §21.033.

Student--A person enrolled in a primary or secondary school, whether public, private, or charter,
regardless of the person's age, or a person 18 years of age or younger who is eligible to be enrolled
in a primary or secondary school, whether public, private, or charter.

Texas Education Agency staff--Staff of the Texas Education Agency assigned by the
commissioner of education to perform the State Board for Educator Certification's administrative
functions and services.

Under the influence of alcohol--A blood alcohol content of .04% or greater and/or lacking the
normal use of mental or physical faculties by reason of the introduction of alcohol.

Worthy to instruct or to supervise the youth of this state--Presence of those moral, mental, and
psychological qualities that are required to enable an educator to render the service essential to the
accomplishment of the goals and mission of the State Board for Educator Certification policy and
this chapter.

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this 8247.1 issued under the Texas Education Code, 821.031(a) and
§21.041(a) and (b)(1), (7), and (8); and Every Student Succeed Act, 20 United States Code, §7926.

Source: The provisions of this §247.1 adopted to be effective March 1, 1998, 23 TexReg 1022; amended to be
effective December 26, 2010, 35 TexReg 11242; amended to be effective December 19, 2011, 36 TexReg 8530;
amended to be effective December 27, 2016, 41 TexReg 10329; amended to be effective October 21, 2018, 43

TexReg 6839. ;
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(M)

Educators’ Code of Ethics

Standard 1.6. The educator shall not falsify records, or direct or coerce others to do so.

Standard 1.7. The educator shall comply with state regulations, written local school board
policies, and other state and federal laws.

Standard 1.8. The educator shall apply for, accept, offer, or assign a position or a
responsibility on the basis of professional qualifications.

Standard 1.9. The educator shall not make threats of violence against school district
employees, school board members, students, or parents of students.

Standard 1.10. The educator shall be of good moral character and be worthy to instruct or
supervise the youth of this state.

Standard 1.11. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly misrepresent
his or her employment history, criminal history, and/or disciplinary record when applying
for subsequent employment.

Standard 1.12. The educator shall refrain from the illegal use, abuse, or distribution of
controlled substances, prescription drugs, and toxic inhalants.

Standard 1.13. The educator shall not be under the influence of alcohol or consume
alcoholic beverages on school property or during school activities when students are
present.

Ethical Conduct Toward Professional Colleagues.

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

(E)

(F)

(G)

(H)

Standard 2.1. The educator shall not reveal confidential health or personnel information
concerning colleagues unless disclosure serves lawful professional purposes or is
required by law.

Standard 2.2. The educator shall not harm others by knowingly making false statements
about a colleague or the school system.

Standard 2.3. The educator shall adhere to written local school board policies and state
and federal laws regarding the hiring, evaluation, and dismissal of personnel.

Standard 2.4. The educator shall not interfere with a colleague’s exercise of political,
professional, or citizenship rights and responsibilities.

Standard 2.5. The educator shall not discriminate against or coerce a colleague on the
basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, gender, disability, family status, or
sexual orientation.

Standard 2.6. The educator shall not use coercive means or promise of special treatment
in order to influence professional decisions or colleagues.

Standard 2.7. The educator shall not retaliate against any individual who has filed a
complaint with the SBEC or who provides information for a disciplinary investigation or
proceeding under this chapter.

Standard 2.8. The educator shall not intentionally or knowingly subject a colleague to
sexual harassment.

Ethical Conduct Toward Students.

(A)

(B)

(©)

Standard 3.1. The educator shall not reveal confidential information concerning students
unless disclosure serves lawful professional purposes or is required by law.

Standard 3.2. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly treat a student
or minor in a manner that adversely affects or endangers the learning, physical health,
mental health, or safety of the student or minor.

Standard 3.3. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly misrepresent
facts regarding a student.
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(D) Standard 3.4. The educator shall not exclude a student from participation in a program,
deny benefits to a student, or grant an advantage to a student on the basis of race, color,
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