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Chapter 239. Student Services Certificates 

Subchapter C. Educational Diagnostician Certificate 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this Subchapter C issued under the Texas Education Code, §21.031(a) and 
§21.041(a) and (b)(1)-(4), unless otherwise noted. 

§239.80. General Provisions. 

(a) Because the educational diagnostician plays a critical role in campus effectiveness and student 
achievement, the rules adopted by the State Board for Educator Certification in this subchapter ensure that 
each candidate for the Educational Diagnostician Certificate is of the highest caliber and possesses the 
knowledge and skills necessary to improve the performance of the diverse student population of this state. 

(b) An individual serving as an educational diagnostician is expected to actively participate in professional 
development activities to continually update his or her knowledge and skills. Currency in best practices and 
research as related to both assessment and student learning is essential. 

(c) The holder of the Educational Diagnostician Certificate issued under the provisions of this subchapter may 
serve as an educational diagnostician, including providing educational assessment and evaluation, as 
required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or other applicable law, for students 
from birth through adulthood. 

Source: The provisions of this §239.80 adopted to be effective April 28, 2002, 27 TexReg 3351; amended to be 
effective July 13, 2004, 29 TexReg 6645; amended to be effective December 23, 2009, 34 TexReg 9201; amended to 
be effective December 21, 2017, 42 TexReg 7144. 

§239.81. Minimum Requirements for Admission to an Educational Diagnostician Preparation Program. 

(a) Prior to admission to an educator preparation program leading to the Educational Diagnostician Certificate, 
an individual must: 

(1) hold a baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution of higher education that at the time was 
accredited or otherwise approved by an accrediting organization recognized by the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board; 

(2) hold a valid classroom teaching certificate; and 

(3) meet the requirements for admission to an educator preparation program under Chapter 227 of this 
title (relating to Provisions for Educator Preparation Candidates). 

(b) An educator preparation program may adopt requirements for admission in addition to those required in 
subsection (a) of this section. 

Source: The provisions of this §239.81 adopted to be effective April 28, 2002, 27 TexReg 3351; amended to be 
effective December 23, 2009, 34 TexReg 9201. 

§239.82. Preparation Program Requirements. 

(a) Structured, field-based training must be focused on actual experiences with each of the standards identified 
in §239.83 of this title (relating to Standards Required for the Educational Diagnostician Certificate) to 
include experiences with diverse types of students, grade levels, and campuses. 

(b) An educator preparation program may develop and implement specific criteria and procedures that allow a 
candidate to substitute related professional educational diagnostician training and/or experience directly 
related to the standards identified in §239.83 of this title for part of the preparation coursework or other 
program requirements. 

Source: The provisions of this §239.82 adopted to be effective April 28, 2002, 27 TexReg 3351; amended to be 
effective December 23, 2009, 34 TexReg 9201; amended to be effective December 21, 2017, 42 TexReg 7144. 
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(1) The educational diagnostician knows and understands: 

(A) the characteristics, needs, and rights of individual students in relation to assessment and 
evaluation for placement in the least restrictive environment within a continuum of 
services; 

(B) the relationship between evaluation and placement decisions; and 

(C) the role of team members, including the student when appropriate, in planning an 
individualized program. 

(2) The educational diagnostician is able to: 

(A) use assessment and evaluation information to plan individualized programs, establish 
measurable annual goals and objectives, and make instructional decisions that result in 
appropriate services for individuals with disabilities, including those from culturally 
and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds; 

(B) interpret and use assessment and evaluation data for targeted instruction and ongoing 
review; and 

(C) assist in identifying realistic expectations for educationally relevant behavior (e.g., 
vocational, functional, academic, social) in various settings. 

(f) Standard V. The educational diagnostician knows eligibility criteria and procedures for identifying students 
with disabilities and determining the presence of an educational need. 

(1) The educational diagnostician knows and understands: 

(A) characteristics of individuals with disabilities, including those with different levels of 
severity and with multiple disabilities; 

(B) educational implications of various disabilities; and 

(C) the variation in ability exhibited by individuals with particular types of disabilities. 

(2) The educational diagnostician is able to: 

(A) access information on the cognitive, communicative, physical, social, and emotional 
characteristics of individuals with disabilities and the assistive technology needs of those 
students; 

(B) gather background information regarding the academic, medical, and family history of 
individuals with disabilities; and 

(C) use various types of assessment and evaluation procedures appropriately to identify 
students with disabilities and to determine the presence of an educational need. 

(g) 
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(H) uses and limitations of various types of assessment data; 

(I) procedures for screening, prereferral, including RTI (e.g., response to intervention/multi-
tiered support), referral, and eligibility; 

(J) the appropriate application and interpretation of derived scores (e.g., standard scores, 
percentile ranks, age and grade equivalents, stanines); 

(K) the necessity of monitoring the progress of individuals with disabilities; 

(L) methods of academic and nonacademic (e.g., vocational, transition, developmental, 
assistive technology) assessment and evaluation; and 

(M) methods of motor skills assessment. 

(2) The educational diagnostician is able to:
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(E) strategies that are responsive to the diverse backgrounds and particular disabilities of 
individuals in relation to evaluation, programming, and placement. 

(2) The educational diagnostician is able to: 

(A) apply knowledge of cultural and linguistic factors to make appropriate evaluation 
decisions and instructional recommendations for individuals with disabilities; and 

(B) recognize how student diversity and particular disabilities may affect evaluation, 
programming, and placement and use procedures that ensure nonbiased results. 

(i) Standard VIII. The educational diagnostician knows and demonstrates skills necessary for scheduling, time 
management, and organization. 

(1) The educational diagnostician knows and understands: 

(A) time-management strategies and systems appropriate for various educational situations 
and environments; 

(B) legal and regulatory timelines, schedules, deadlines, and reporting requirements; and 

(C) methods for organizing, maintaining, accessing, and storing records and information. 

(2) The educational diagnostician is able to: 

(A) select, adapt, or design forms to facilitate planning, scheduling, and time management; 

(B) maintain eligibility folders; and 

(C) use technology appropriately to organize information and schedules. 

(j) Standard IX. The educational diagnostician addresses students' behavioral and social interaction skills 
through appropriate assessment, evaluation, planning, and instructional strategies. 

(1) The educational diagnostician knows and understands: 

(A) requirements and procedures for functional behavioral assessment, manifestation 
determination review, and behavioral intervention plans that incorporate positive 
behavioral supports and interventions; 

(B) applicable laws, rules and regulations, and procedural safeguards regarding the planning 
and implementation of behavioral intervention plans for individuals with disabilities; 

(C) ethical considerations inherent in behavior interventions; 

(D) teacher attitudes and behaviors that influence the behavior of individuals with disabilities; 

(E) social skills needed for school, home, community, and work environments; 

(F) strategies for crisis prevention, intervention, and management; 

(G) strategies for preparing individuals to live productively in a multiclass, multiethnic, 
multicultural, and multinational world; and 

(H) key concepts in behavior intervention (e.g., least intrusive accommodations/ 
modifications within the learning environment, reasonable expectations for social 
behavior, social skills curricula, cognitive behavioral strategies). 

(2) The educational diagnostician is able to: 

(A) conduct functional behavioral assessments; 

(B) assist in the development of behavioral intervention plans; and 

(C) participate in manifestation determination review. 

(k) 
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(1) The educational diagnostician knows and understands: 

(A) instructional strategies, technology tools and applications, and curriculum materials for 
students with disabilities within the continuum of services; 

(B) varied learning styles of individuals with disabilities; 

(C) curricula for the development of motor, cognitive, academic, social, language, affective, 
career, and functional skills for individuals with disabilities; 

(D) techniques for accommodating and/or modifying instructional methods and materials for 
individuals with disabilities; 

(E) functional skills instruction relevant to transitioning across environments (e.g., preschool 
to elementary school, school to work); 

(F) supports needed for integration into various program placements; and 

(G) individualized assessment strategies for instruction (e.g., authentic assessment, contextual 
assessment, curriculum-based assessment). 

(2) The educational diagnostician is able to: 

(A) interpret and use assessment and evaluation data for instructional planning; and 

(B) 




